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7 April Board Meeting 10:00 AM
21 April Luncheon 11:00 AM

5 May Board Meeting 10:00 AM
19 May MOAA Rep 11:00 AM

LUNCHEON PROGRAM

21 April 2011

Social Hour:     11:00 AM
Luncheon:        11:45 AM

COL Keith Giles, USAF (Ret)

Cycling in Southern Sicily

Luncheon is $24.00

See Back Page For Reservation Form and Directions

On the rear of the One Dollar bill you will see two circles. Together, they 
comprise the Great Seal of the United States.

The First Continental Congress requested that Benjamin Franklin and a group 
of men come up with a Seal. It took them four years to accomplish this task and 

another two years to get it approved.
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SVC WEB SITES

O ur Chapter website is 
www.siliconvalleymoaa.

org. You can also get to it from 
the national MOAA site: Put the 
cursor over Community, then 
click on Chapters and Councils, 
Council/Chapter Locator, CA, 
then Silicon Valley Chapter. 
From there you may link over to 
our primary website above. B

TRICARE SERVICE CENTER

T  he TRICARE service Center 
is located on Wescoat Court, 

in Building 587,  Moffett Federal 
Airfield.  Hours are M-F 0730-
1630. Phone 1-888-874-9378. B

Thought For The Month

Think no evil, see no evil, hear no 
evil - and you will never write a 
best-selling novel. B

REPORTING DEATHS

M embers can report the 
death of a retiree locally 

through the Retire Activity Office 
(RAO). The phone number is 650-
603-8047.

You can also notify a MOAA 
member’s death to: MOAA, Attn: 
MSC, 201 N Washington St, 
Alexandria, VA 22314-2539.

Or: Call 1-800-234-6622
Or: E-mail: msc@moaa.org.
Notify SVC-MOAA by phoning 

the Membership Chair – see listing 
on front page of The Bulletin. B

THE PREZ SEZ

APRIL SPEAKER

T he singularly beautiful and 
storied island of Sicily is best 

experienced firsthand by bicycle. 
From Greek temples and Baroque 
basilicas to cherry tomatoes, fish 
auctions and hand-crafted ceramic 
tile, the visitor discovers just how 
fertile the heritage of Italy’s fiery 
island is as one cycles through its 
abundant orchards, world-famous 
archaeological digs and seaside 
villages. 

Chapter member Col Keith 
Giles, USAF-Ret, returns in April 
to provide another of his popular 

W e have completed a quarter 
of our new year, and have 

had encouraging results for MOAA 
membership, Luncheon participa-
tion, and Program interest.

Our donations to Fisher House, 
Paws for Purple Hearts, and the 
ROTC-Bataan Death March Relay 
were well received with a hearty 
“Thank You”. I have noticed a few 
new Faces at our Luncheons, and a 
few “old timers” have returned- a 
good sign!

National MOAA has requested 
each Chapter acquire ten new 
members for National and they are 
offering a Free membership for one 
year. We have a good “start”, but 
welcome any help.

If you have any suggestions 
for Programs or “the good of the 
Chapter”, give me a call.

The Board could use some help 
(not a time consuming problem).

See you at the Luncheon. B
Jay

illustrated and highly descriptive 
bicycle travelogues, this time in 
southern Sicily with an Elderhostel 
group beginning in a southern 
mountain town and continuing 
downhill to the southwestern 
coast, then around the southern 
tip and back up to Siracusa on the 
southeastern coast where the tour 
ended. “Several times we were 
taken by coach to visit various 
sites, some having Greek ruins and 
others of an architectural interest,” 
he said.

“For years I always avoided 
going on an Elderhostel bike trip,” 
Keith explained, “because the tour 
company that handles a bike trip 
for them has what I call outlandish 
rules: no rearview mirror, handlebar 
bag, water bottle carried in front of 
you, or rear panniers. And you can’t 
use your own bike; I prefer to use 
my own equipment.” Three of his 
bike club friends talked him into 
going on the trip and ultimately he 
was off on a great adventure which 
proved relatively easy as there was 
little climbing – the group would 
be taken by motor coach to a high 
point and then ride downhill to the 
coast.

Elderhostel Tours is the not-for-
profit leader in educational travel 
since 1975 and provides in-depth 
and behind-the-scenes learning 
opportunities. Keith’s presentation 
is likely to be an informative 
and entertaining experience. B

Source: April Speaker

STANFORD ROTC

L ater in the spring, chapter 
representatives will go to 
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local high schools, San Jose State 
University, and Santa Clara Uni-
versity to attend ROTC award cer-
emonies, make brief presentations, 
and award achievement medals to 
selected cadets. But they won’t be 
going to Stanford.

In 1973 Stanford ejected the 
ROTC program from campus 
because of sensitive feelings about 
the Vietnam War, a perception that 
military training did not constitute 
rigorous academic study, and 
because of alleged discrimination 
against gay students. But primarily 
because of the recent “Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell” policy modifications all 
that is changing and Stanford is now 
considering reinstating the program.

It would certainly be in the best 
interests of many Stanford students 
who today must travel to Cal 
Berkeley, San Jose State, or Santa 
Clara if they want to participate 
in the ROTC program. Long 
commutes take a toll in money, 
energy, and time.

The military is moving forward 
to expand the ROTC program on 
campuses nationwide and it’s due 
to a need for a larger number of 
trained officers because of the wars 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. But there 
are still a lot of obstacles to clear if 
the program is to be returned to the 
Stanford campus.

There is still an anti-war 
sentiment present at the university 
and professors are still not convinced 
that ROTC students should earn 
academic credit for their military 
studies. And there are concerns 
about continuing discrimination, 
this time against transsexuals, the 
appointment of program instructors, 
the scholarship incentive, and 
specific to Stanford the issues of 

predetermined study majors, and 
intellectual freedom.

Apparently the first big decision 
about ROTC at Stanford will come 
in May, 2011 when it is determined 
if specific military classroom 
course content and field studies 
meet a faculty senate committee’s 
determination on the academic 
rigor issue.

In the view of certain chapter 
members, Stanford would do well 
to reinstate the ROTC program. 
Interested students should be given 
an opportunity to participate. As 
William Perry, a Stanford professor 
and former U.S. Secretary of 
Defense suggested, it’s just wrong 
to seriously compromise a 200 year 
old tradition of the citizen soldier. 
And it just might not be right 
that Stanford students are spared 
the grievous cost of combat. B

Source: Campus Publications

LAST RESPECTS

A t a discrete distance across 
the wide expanse of grass, 

and in silhouette against a bright 
blue sky, stood a young female 
sailor holding a cornet and ready 
to play “Taps” flawlessly at just the 
right moment. Nearby stood a rank 
of Navy enlisted personnel set to 
fire three volleys.

When an officer dies, another 
officer is immediately designated 
by the chapter president to provide 
assistance to the bereaved family. A 
similar courtesy may be tendered, 
if desired, in the case of the death 
of a family member. Because of his 
knowledge and experience, Lt. Col. 
Jay Craddock, USAF-Ret, has been 

offering basic support. At the same 
time, CDR John Ward, USN (RET), 
has been serving in a “Friends 
in Need” role and has expressed 
chapter condolences often times 
in person but always by sending a 
letter or card. When appropriate, 
flowers are sent in the name of 
chapter members and their spouses.

It is important for a member’s 
family to notify any of the chapter’s 
officers or directors promptly so the 
customary military courtesies can 
be rendered.

The military funeral, with its 
customs, precision and courtesies, 
can be a source of great comfort and 
pride to the bereaved, especially 
when chapter members attend the 
memorial service. In the recent 
past, such services have been held 
at local churches, the chapel at 
Moffett Field, and on occasion 
at the grave site. The chapter’s 
chaplain, CH Fred Tittle, a long-
time United States Marine and man 
of strong faith, is associated with 
the Moffett Chapel and conducts 
member memorial services from 
time to time.

In some cases, members have 
elected a modified military funeral, 
a ceremony that has been developed 
to demonstrate the nation’s 
recognition of the debt it owes 
to the services and sacrifices of 

Con tinued on Page 4
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armed forces personnel. It includes 
the folding of the American flag, 
the firing of three volleys, and 
the sounding of Taps. Taps, the 
last bugle call the soldier hears at 
night, is particularly appropriate as 
it marks the beginning of his last, 
long sleep and to express hope and 
confidence in an ultimate reveille to 
come. The flag is presented to the 
next of kin.

Some members have elected a 
full formal military funeral. The 
casket is covered with the American 
flag; honorary pallbearers are 
usually designated. The casket is 
placed over the grave. After the 
committal service is read by the 
chaplain, a firing party fires three 
volleys, a bugler sounds Taps over 
the casket, and the military funeral 
is completed. These are the basic 
elements of an Army funeral; 
customs of the other services can 
be quite different. At the November 
2010 Moffett Field memorial service 
of one member, the military funeral 
was arranged by Chaplain (MAJ) 
Ray Alexander, Garrison Chaplain, 
US Army Garrison Camp Parks.

Chapter members who would be 
willing to honor deceased members 
and their families by attending 
memorial services even with last 
minute notification should contact 
the chapter’s secretary COL Warren 
Enos, AUS (RET), telephone (408) 
245-2217, and provide full contact 
information. A “heads up” alert will 
be provided when a memorial service 
is pending. Chapter members who 
desire assistance with planning and 
conduct of a memorial service or 
military funeral are invited to contact 
Lt. Col Craddock in Los Altos, 
telephone (650) 968-0446. B

Source: The Officer’s Guide

HONOR FLIGHT

T here was a lot of excitement 
one morning at San Francisco 

International Airport when United 
Airlines Flight #425 pulled to the 
gate. It was an Honor Flight return-
ing WWII veterans to the Bay Area 
after a visit to Washington, D.C. and 
a time viewing monuments and oth-
er attractions.

Passengers were greeted by 
a throng of excited and happy 
members of the military community, 
a reception and ceremony of such 
magnitude that it was obviously 
unexpected by most arriving 
veterans. It was a time to greet heroes 
and the crowd didn’t disappoint.

It isn’t unusual for the airlines 
to cooperate fully with gate agents 
often announcing the arrival of 
individual Honor Flight travelers by 
name as they leave the aircraft.

The purpose of Honor Flight is to 
fly veterans from the Bay Area and 
other parts of the nation to and from 
the memorials absolutely free. After 
60 years of waiting they get a chance 
to see what was built to honor them. 
Some visiting veterans simply look 
and take pictures; others reminisce 
and remember fallen comrades.

It isn’t unusual for flights to be 
met by large numbers of people 
representing organizations from the 
military community. At a terminal 
gate area often decorated by flags 
and banners, flower bouquets, high-

flying wildly colored balloons, 
and a wide variety of military 
memorabilia, even with special 
music from time to time, greeters 
provide an impressive arrival 
ceremony and extend a hearty 
“Welcome Home!”

Honor flight arrangements at 
San Francisco International Airport 
are planned and coordinated by Ms. 
Linda Fredericks, a United Services 
Organization (USO) volunteer. 
Chapter leaders have been working 
with USO staff members over 
the past few months identifying 
specific ways the chapter might 
support USO local efforts, and 
initiatives to date have involved 
financial support to the centers at 
San Jose and San Francisco airports 
as well as Travis Air Force Base. 
Barrels have even been placed at the 
Moffett commissary where patrons 
can donate food items for use at the 
San Jose airport facility.

Ms. Fredericks invites chapter 
members to participate in future 
welcome home ceremonies. She 
said members should telephone 
the USO-SFO office at (650) 821-
7613 for information and to arrange 
notification of flight arrivals. 
She can be reached personally on 
her cell phone, telephone (650) 
224-4213. “It was a hectic time 
October 10th trying to direct 30 
plus veterans to their families or 
connecting flights,” she said. B

Source: USO San Francisco

Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were 
chilly, so they lit a fire in the craft. 
Unsurprisingly it sank, proving 
once again that you can’t have your 
kayak and heat it too.
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FEBRUARY SPEAKER

I t was a time of expectation and 
there was tension in the air as 

the Japanese delegation boarded the 
USS Missouri and moved forward 
to sign the WWII surrender docu-
ments. A highly extraordinary dra-
ma was about to unfold.

The chapter’s February 
speaker was 92 year-old COL 
Tom Sakamoto, USA (RET), who 
approached the speaker’s stand with 
confidence, stood tall, and set out to 
share highlights of his distinguished 
28 year military career. His most 
vivid military experience memories 
include observing the surrender 
of Japan aboard USS Missouri on 
September 2, 1945; being the first 
Nisei to see Hiroshima on September 
9, 1945, about a month after the 
bombing; landing at Atsugi, Japan 
with General MacArthur on August 
29, 1945; and later in 1961 serving 
as personal interpreter for president 
Eisenhower on Okinawa.

His was the story of a local 
farm boy who was drafted at age 
22, served throughout WWII as a 
U.S. Army enlisted language and 
military intelligence specialist, was 
commissioned in late 1945, and 
went on to key assignments both in 
the military service and in business, 
specifically with the Crocker and 
Sumitomo banks. After initial 
training at Fort Lewis, WA and 
what is today Fort Hunter Liggett 
in central California, he volunteered 
for overseas duty in a combat zone. 
At the luncheon he confided, “I 
must have had rocks in my head!”

Tom’s description of vicious 
combat operations during the Los 
Negros invasion of the Admiralty 
Islands was colorful and in some 
ways graphic. He told how he 

accompanied an officer to the 
Japanese lines in an effort to get 
them to surrender. “But they threw 
a hand grenade at us,” he said. He 
was able to obtain information from 
captured documents which provided 
the place and time of an upcoming 
Banzai attack, an action which 
earned him the Bronze star. He told 
how the trip to the islands aboard a 
destroyer made him terribly seasick, 
how heavy USAAF bombers and 9 
destroyers bombarded the Japanese, 
and that there was chaos when the 
troops went ashore. “I was not a 
religious man but on that day I 
prayed!”

World War II came to an end 
with formal ceremonies aboard the 
USS Missouri and Tom, serving in 
support of some war correspondents, 
attended. “Everyone was in a happy 
mood,” he said, “but the mood 
suddenly changed as the Japanese 

delegation was piped aboard.” 
There was an abrupt silence. Foreign 
Minister Mamoru Shigemitsu, 
leaning heavily on a cane, hobbled 
to the center of the deck, followed 
by other members of the delegation. 
“The scene suddenly became so 
quiet one could hear a pin drop,” 
Tom continued. The Japanese 
were escorted to mid-deck and left 
standing for 15 minutes, pathetically 
subjected to the penetrating stare of 
hostility. It was the scene of a nation 

disgraced and in total defeat. Tom 
described the approach of General 
MacArthur, how the signing 
ceremony got underway without 
conversation, and how the Japanese 
caught up in extreme emotional 
state signed the documents, a very 
painful experience. After 25 months 
of combat in the hot jungles of the 
southwest Pacific islands, those 
moments aboard the USS Missouri 
proved to be Tom’s most emotional 
experience of the war.

Tom went on to describe 
unspeakable sights and sounds as he 
visited Hiroshima, with crying, pain 
and people in distress the norm. And 
he told how he served for four hours 
as General Eisenhower’s personal 
interpreter on Okinawa sometime 
during 1961. A number of photos, 
probably some unpublished, of the 
Japanese surrender, the Okinawa 
experience, and other career 
highlights were shown and added 
to the color of the presentation. 
The final photo of Tom, a young 
Japanese-American officer, 
receiving the Legion of Merit award 
was particularly memorable. B

Source: Speaker Comments 

NEW RESERVE CENTER

O n February 16, 2011, officials 
formally opened a brand new 

$83 million Armed Forces Reserve 
Center at Moffett Field designed 
to be a new home for several ma-
jor units, some of which will pro-
vide general and direct support to 
23 Army Reserve and 5 National 
Guard units, with the major organi-
zation being Headquarters, 63rd Re-
gional Support Command. To reach 
the center, turn left onto RT Jones 
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VINEGAR

F or those who are not aware, 
following are a number of 

uses for vinegar that will make your 
life a little easier.
USING VINEGAR FOR FOOD 

& COOKING
Unclog drains - Pour boiling 

white vinegar down clogged drains 
to remove the clog!
Clean jars - Remove odors and 

stains from jars by cleaning them 
out with vinegar.
Clean an old lunchbox - Soak 

a piece of bread in vinegar and let it 
sit in the lunchbox overnight.
Clean and deodorize a garbage 

disposal - Make vinegar ice cubes 
and feed them down the disposal. 
After grinding, run cold water 
through
Teapot cleaning - Boil a 

mixture of water and vinegar in the 
teapot. Wipe away the grime.
Dishwasher cleaning - Run a 

cup of vinegar through the whole 
cycle once a month to reduce soap 
build up on the inner mechanisms 
and on glassware.
Microwaves - Boil a solution 

of 1/4 cup of vinegar and 1 cup of 
water in the microwave. Will loosen 
splattered on food and deodorize.
Remove smoke smells from 

clothing - Add a cup of vinegar to a 
bath tub of hot water. Hang clothes 
above the steam.
Clean eyeglasses - Wipe each 

lens with a drop of vinegar.
Remove stains from furniture 

and upholstery - Remove stubborn 
stains from furniture upholstery 
and clothes. Apply Heinz White 
Vinegar directly to the stain, 
then wash as directed by the 
manufacturer's instructions. B

Source: RAO Bulletin

Road just before entry through the 
Moffett main gate and continue to 
the end of the road. The center is to 
the northwest just across from the 
old NASA museum site.

The US Garrison at Fort Hunter 
Liggett ID Sections, of which 
Moffett is one, reports that the ID 
section currently is still located 
at 156 Bailey Road, Room 110, 
Moffett Field 94035, telephone 
(650) 603-8755, operating 
hours 8:00 am to 4:00 pm, by 
appointment only.

The center has been named for 
U. S. Army Reserve Sergeant James 
Witkowski, 729th  Transportation 
Company of Fresno, CA, who was 
posthumously awarded the Silver 
Star on November 21, 2005. On 
October 26th he was with a supply 
convoy operating out of Camp 
Anaconda, Iraq and headed to a 
forward operating base northeast 
of Kirkuk. As the unit was passing 
through a small village several 
improvised explosive devices 
(IEDs) detonated and the convoy 
was attacked by small arms fire 
and rocket-propelled grenades. A 
grenade entered his vehicle and 
he quickly covered it with his 
body, saving the lives of several 
other soldiers.

The new facility was an outcome 
of the Defense Department’s 
base closure and realignment 
efforts, now making it possible 
to consolidate a number of armed 
forces organizations and units in 
one location. The main building 
looks like the entrance to an ultra-
modern performing arts center or 
airport terminal, with huge windows 
providing sweeping vistas of the 
grounds. Other buildings are for 
offices and support activities as well 

as a maintenance area for military 
vehicles. In addition to the 63rd 
RSC, both the Army Reserve 7th 
Psychological Operations Group 
and 351st Civil Affairs Command 
will be located in the main building.

The lobby features beautiful 
displays of the U.S. Army 63rd 
Infantry Division historical 
narratives and artifacts including 
WWII weapons, uniforms, and 
equipment plus German weapons 
and uniforms collected in May 1945 
as the division advanced across 
Europe. Later the Army Reserve 
63rd Division was reconstituted 
in Southern California and there 
are photos and other mementos 
of training at Camp Roberts and 
Hunter Liggett Military Reservation 
circa 1957-59. For some, it is 
interesting to see the M-1 rifle, the 
Browning automatic rifle and even 
the German Luger in the glass case 
along with the bayonet, uniforms, 
mess kit, and canteen.

The 63rd Regional Support 
Command was created with the 
consolidation of the 63rd RSC at 
Los Alamitos in Southern California 
and 90th RSC located in Arkansas. 
The organization supports 40,000 
Army reserve personnel located 
in four western states plus Texas, 
Oklahoma, and Arkansas.

With much of the Moffett Field 
housing torn down and replaced 
and now with the opening of the 
Armed Forces Reserve Center, can 
a brand new combined Army and 
Air Force Exchange Service facility 
and commissary be far behind? B

Source: SVC Field Correspondent



Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Mail to: SVC-MOAA, P.O. Box 2, Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

Membership Application and Renewal Form
Date________________ Enroll Me As: New Member_____Renewing Member_____Aux Member____
Annual Dues:  $26.00 $__________
(Auxiliary – Dues are not charged, donations gratefully accepted)
Donations to SVC Fund  $__________
Donations to Scholarship Fund $__________
Donations to PAWS  $__________
(All Donations are Tax Deductible) 
   Total: $____________Make checks payable to SVC-MOAA and mail to above 
address. Please complete all applicable blanks

Status: Active_____Reserve______ Guard_____Retired______Former Officer_____Widow(er)______

Name:__________________________________/__________________/_____/__________/__________
                                                 Last                                         First                 MI         Rank          Service
Address:_________________________________________/________
                                        Number               Street (P.O. Box, etc.)                       Apt/Suite
City____________________State_____Zip_________/______Spouse’s Name_____________
                                                                           5 Digit       4 Digit
Phone (____)_________________________         E-mail ________________________________

SVC Dues are due 1 January and are separate from National MOAA Dues. SVC Dues support the Bulletin 
and Administrative functions. Luncheons are self supporting.  Dues are not prorated. Donations can be made 

to the Silicon Valley Chapter’s general fund and/or the Scholarship fund and/or the Fisher House fund.
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Silicon Valley Chapter
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2
Moffett Federal Airfield, CA 94035

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
April 2011

                              LOCATION – BILTMORE HOTEL – 2151 LAURELWOOD RD, SANTA CLARA, CA
DIRECTIONS:  Going North on Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague; then Right on Laurelwood. Going South on 
Hwy 101: Exit at Montague/San Tomas, then Montague, then Right on Laurelwood.

****LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM****
Deadline to reach SVC no later than 15 April

If you have not sent in your reservation form by the
above date and still wish to attend,

please call Jay Craddock, 650-968-0446
LUNCHEON PRICE - $24.00

Times: Social Hour 11:00 AM, Luncheon 11:45 AM

Please reserve _______ places for the   21 April Luncheon
A TOTAL of $__________________  including a donation of  $_______ for  (circle one) Scholarship, PAWS or  undesignated 
donation
Make checks payable to: PROGRAM CHAIRMAN
Mail to: LTC Jay Craddock, 1448 Fallen Leaf Lane, Los Altos, CA 94024-5809

RESERVE IN THE NAME OF:  ____________________________
Telephone:  ______________________________________________
MENU: Buffet - Two hot entrees with vegetables. Assorted breads and rolls. Desserts. Coffee and tea.

NAMES OF PERSONS WHO ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR PAYMENT
                                                                       |                                                                      |
                                                                       |                                                                      |


